
GLHS PTO Minutes 
Monday, October 23, 2017 

7:00 PM in Clark Hall 
 
 
Attendance 
Board members:  Jody Cox, Rachel Fant, Patti Geary, Sherry Panizo 
Staff members:  Chuck Banks, Bobby Dodd 
Members:  Amanda Aldis, Cici Burkhart, Allison Cameron, Stacie Errington, Lynne Fogel, Kimberly 
Fedrick, Desroy Grant, Larry Herer, Kelly Moricca, Vincent Panizo, Pratiksha Patel, Tina Price, Amir 
Rubin, Roxanne Sampson, Lori Walther 
 
Secretary’s Report - Sherry Panizo 
Rachel Fant moved to accept the minutes; Roxanne Sampson seconded.  Motion passed; minutes 
accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report - Rachel Fant 

 Income:  $100 donation from Gahanna Jefferson Education Association, $70 donation for 
parent/teacher conference dinner, and $49.55 from fundraiser at City BBQ 

 Expense:  $750 for the second John Howard Scholarship was paid out. 
Sherry Panizo moved to accept the treasurer's report; Roxanne Sampson seconded.  Motion passed; 
report accepted. 
 
Committee Reports 

 Blood drive is scheduled for Friday, November 10th.  Sign-up genius for volunteers. 
 Upcoming Fundraisers - require flyers to be printed and handed to the business in order for the 

PTO to earn funds.   
o Tuesday, October 29 at Moe’s Southwest Grill, 5-9pm 
o Tuesday, November 14 at Max & Erma’s  

 Remember to register your Kroger and Giant Eagle shopping cards; information available on 
the PTO’s Facebook page. 

 
Principal Dodd’s Report 

 Parent/teacher conferences were in the last week of September.  Unfortunately, one of the two 
scheduled days overlapped with a Jewish holiday.  Next year will work to ensure that such 
conflicts do not occur. 

 Freshman:  Had the Commit to Graduate assembly for the freshman students; students sign a 
banner committing to graduate from GLHS.  This year the school has committed to putting 
their best teachers with Freshman in the core content areas, thereby ensuring four-year 
student success.  A parent asked if the freshman banner is posted at the graduation 
ceremony.  Historically it has not because OSU has rules around the ceremonies; however, it 
was discussed that the banner might be able to be displayed near the entrance to the 
ceremony - not inside the building. 

 College fair for students with learning disabilities; GLHS is the only district in the state to offer 
this type of fair.  Many other schools come to participate in Gahanna’s fair.  Special education 
students and their parents were offered to attend, talk with various colleges and universities. 

 Professional development day was in early October; next is scheduled for November 
6th.  Morning is PD with the administration; afternoon is individualized PD for teachers.  Focus 
was on blended learning, reduce the number of lectures and provide students with more 
hands-on learning. 

 
  



 PSAT was administered October 18th to freshman, sophomores, and juniors.  Seniors had 
opportunity to visit colleges, universities or explore careers.  Numerous resources are available 
through the PSAT/SAT program starting in the middle school and up.  Use data from freshman 
and sophomore years to determine future intervention and students earn higher scores as 
juniors.  Juniors will take the SAT in the spring; state pays for the exam.  (Last year the juniors 
took the ACT.) 

 Department chair meets twice a month; recently met with small group of students to get data. 
 Homecoming dance:  students had a lot of fun; thanked PTO for volunteers. 
 Freshman retreat early this month; motivational speakers included.  Lots of positive feedback 

from students. 
 Senior meeting last week where packets for graduation materials were distributed.  If parents 

have not seen the packet, items may be ordered online. 
 
Assistant Principal Chuck Banks 

 Mr. Banks, one of the assistant principals, introduced himself.  He has been at Gahanna since 
2001-2002 school year in a variety of capacities (e.g., substitute teacher, teacher, 
principal).  His main tasks at GLHS include working with at-risk students, attendance issues, 
master scheduling and guidance department.   

 Recently he has worked with the high school’s student ambassador programs; where students 
swap schools to show off what Gahanna does and learn what other schools do.  Students also 
shadow other students - learn about courses, cultures and traditions.  At the end, students 
debrief after the experience.  In a couple of weeks, Gahanna students will swap with the three 
Westerville high schools.   Learn from the experience and make Gahanna a better place.  

 A question was asked about the difference between the student ambassadors and the Link 
Crew.  Answer:  Link Crew focuses on assisting the freshman students.  The Ambassador 
Program is year-long; students shadow throughout the year.  Students must apply to be an 
ambassador including an interview with 10 staff members. The ambassador program is a 
leadership program; students will attend the Ohio Student Council camp in November.  Any 
current student may apply to be an ambassador next year. 

 
Meeting Adjourned  
Lori Walther moved to adjourn the meeting; Rachel Fant seconded.  Motion passed; meeting 
adjourned. 
 
 
PTO members were invited to meet in the Bio-science room to learn about Eastland-Fairfield Career 
Center programs offered in Clark Hall.  Parents then met in the Architecture room and the Teaching 
Professions room, where students shared information about their respective programs, their 
experiences in the programs, and answered questions. 
 


